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John Locke “Second Treatise, Of Civil Government”

Reading & Discussion Questions

Directions: Read the selection carefully and patiently.  If you don’t quite understand a sentence or two, or a train of thought as expressed, re-read it and try and come to an understanding of what the author is saying—think broadly.  Respond to the questions below as you read.  Be thorough in each response and interpret his meaning for yourself.  10 points.

1. How does Locke describe the state of nature?  Don’t just say, “as totally free.”  That’s true, but what else?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


2. If the state of Nature is the ideal human societal condition, then why do people willing leave it and join a political society by establishing a government?  Make sure you explain Locke’s three main points about the deficiency of Nature.  (Hint: no “rules,” no impartial judge, and no “enforcer.”  My quotes, not Locke’s.)
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Think of the structure of our government (its three distinct branches).  Locke states the three primary powers of individuals in the state of nature.  Which governmental entities were created to carry out each of these powers?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4. How does Locke describe under what conditions can governments be dissolved?
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